
Seventeenth Century Encounters between Native Americans & Europeans 
Primary Source 

 
Visit the following website:   
 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/aj/id/9151 
 
Read Chapter VII of Samuel de Champlain’s account of his travels in what is 
now called New England. 
 
Use the blue numbers to the right to navigate.  Begin at page 55 and read 
through page 66.  (This coincides with pgs. 55-76 of the account).  
 
You may print the pages one at a time by selecting “print” or you may 
download the entire file to your computer. 
 
Think about the following as you read his account from 1605, then write a 
summary and questions you wonder about on your Socratic Seminar prep 
sheet: 
 
How did Champlain depict his surroundings?  What specific aspect and details 
of the environment did he highlight in his narrative? 
 
To what extent can his narrative be understood as advertising for the new world, 
or as recruitment of settlers? 
 
How did Champlain depict the natives?  What specific physical attributes and 
personality characteristics did he highlight in his narrative? 
 
What prejudices does his narrative reveal regarding European attitudes towards 
“the other?”  How does his word choice establish an “us-them” relationship? 
 
 

 
 



!Seventeenth!Century!Encounters!between!Native!Americans!&!
Europeans!!
Documentary!!
!
We!Shall!Remain!–!After!the!Mayflower!!
!
Visit!the!following!website!and!view!“We!Shall!RemainDAfter!the!Mayflower”!!
!
Please&note:&If&the&link&does&not&work&please&simply&YouTube&“We&Shall&Remain>After&the&Mayflower”&&&&
!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYAdf:oGc8c&list=PLwFlNjHmjEOOksPA6wc9a486g8sijqnPQ!!
!
As!you!view!the!documentary!(critically,!and!possibly!multiple!times),!think!about!the!following!and!
write!a!summary!and!questions!you!wonder!about!on!your!Socratic!Seminar!prep!sheet:!!
!
What!assumptions!and!considerations!guided!the!interactions!between!the!English!settlers!and!the!
Native!Americans?!!
!
How!did!the!Europeans!view!the!significance!and!the!effects!of!their!presence!in!the!New!World?!!
!
How!did!the!Native!Americans!view!the!significance!and!the!effects!of!English!presence!in!their!land?!!
!
How!did!contact!re:shape!each!group’s!culture?!Would!you!characterize!these!accommodations!as!major!
and!significant,!or!as!minor!and!insignificant?!For!whom?!!
!
What!did!you!learn!that!surprised!you?!!

!!
!



 

Seventeenth Century Encounters between Native Americans & Europeans 
Secondary Source 

 

Create an account at The Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History: 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/ 
(yes, we are an affiliate school) 

 

Read “Native American Discoveries of Europe” by Daniel K. Richter which can 
be found in the Summer 2007 volume of the on-line journal History Now.   

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/early-settlements/essays/native-american-
discoveries-europe 

 

As you read this source, think about the following and write a summary and 
questions you wonder about on your Socratic Seminar prep sheet: 

 

How did Native peoples perceive beings and why does it matter? 

In what ways and for what reasons did native peoples form networks? 

How did contact with Europeans alter the technology natives used? 

Did contact with Europeans alter or reinforce native social structures? 

What significant changes occurred as a result of contact? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seventeenth Century Encounters between Native Americans & Europeans 
Lecture 

 

Create an account at The Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History: 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/ 
(yes, we are an affiliate school) 

Select Multimedia and find the following lecture: 

The Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Identity 
Speaker: Jill Lepore 

Institutional Affiliation: Harvard University 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/multimedia#!3397 

As you listen to this source, think about the following throughout the lecture 
and write a summary and questions you wonder about on your Socratic 
Seminar prep sheet: 

 

What circumstances and events led to the beginning and expansion of King 
Phillip’s War? 

How did Indian alliances factor into the conflict? 

In what ways did the war affect English and Native populations immediately 
and in the long term? 

Why did Professor Lepore decide to research and write about King Phillip’s 
War? 

How does the nature of the war and its aftermath challenge Americans’ 
understanding of English-Native relations in the 17th century? 

According to Professor Lepore, why do sources matter in historical research? 

How did the English understand the differences between themselves and the 
native peoples and how does King Phillip’s War factor into that understanding? 

According to the speaker, for what reasons did colonists write so extensively 
about the war?  Why did literacy matter so much to New Englanders? 

Why do memories of war matter? 

 



OUT OF MANY - CH 1 
 
As you read this source, think about the following and write a summary and 
questions you wonder about on your Socratic Seminar prep sheet: 

Pgs 9-25 
• Compare and contrast regional differences in diet and lifestyle. 
• Analyze the complex intra- and inter-tribal relationships in native 

cultures. 
• Explain how geography and climate helped to determine diets, housing, 

lifestyle, and culture. 
• Identify and locate significant pre-Columbian Indian cultures. 
• Describe the indigenous population of the Americas in the 15th century. 
• Compare and contrast regional differences in diet and lifestyle. 
• Explain how geography and climate helped to determine diets, housing, 

lifestyle, and culture. 
• Identify and locate significant pre-Columbian Indian cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUT OF MANY - CH 2 
 
As you read this source, think about the following and write a summary and 
questions you wonder about on your Socratic Seminar prep sheet: 

Pgs. 36-48 
• Identify circumstances and events which enabled and motivated 

Europeans to travel to and settle in the Americas. 
• Identify significant locations crucial to Spanish settlement in the west. 
• Analyze the relationships between the Spanish and Indians during the 

16th century. 
• Describe Spanish economic interests in the New World. 
• Describe circumstances and events which contributed to French 

settlement in the New World. 
 



Socratic Seminar: Contact 
For our Socratic Seminar, we are going to explore issues related to contact between Native 
Americans and Europeans.  Here are your sources: 

• Champlain – Ch VII 
• Out of Many – Ch 1 & 2 
• We Shall Remain - Documentary 
• Native American Discoveries of Europe – by Daniel K. Richter 
• The Name of War:  King Phillip’s War – by Jill Lepore 

 
Here is our discussion prompt: 

• What influences did Europeans and Native peoples have on 
each other as a result of contact in the 16th and 17th centuries? 

After you finish each article, lecture, or documentary, complete the summary and develop three critical thinking 
questions as your preparation assignment that will allow you to participate in our Socratic Seminar. 
 

Champlain Ch VII – 1604-1608   
Summary 3 questions to ask during the seminar 

 
Out of Many – Ch 1 

Summary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 questions to ask during the seminar 

THIS PAPER WILL BE COLLECTED ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS 
 



Out of Many – Ch 2 
Summary 3 questions to ask during the seminar 

 
 
 

We Shall Remain:  After the Mayflower- documentary 
Summary 3 questions to ask during the seminar 

THIS PAPER WILL BE COLLECTED ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS 
 



Native American Discoveries of Europe by Daniel Richter 
Summary 3 questions to ask during the seminar 

 
 

The Name of War: King Phillip and the Origins of American Identity by Jill Lepore 
Summary 3 questions to ask during the seminar 

THIS PAPER WILL BE COLLECTED ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS 

 


